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“And the angel answered her (Mary); ‘the Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow

you, therefore the child to be born will be called Holy-the Son of God. And behold your relative Elizabeth in her old age has

also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.””
Luke 2:35-37, English Standard Version

The Christmas season reminds us of the coming of Jesus the Christ, as a baby and as Savior of the world. It is a wonderful
reminder of God’s love and grace and mercy. | hope that you will have a wonderful Christmas season, celebrating the beauty
and wonder of Emmauel. Let me say this too, because | know that Holidays can be very hard if you’ve just lost a loved one or
family member. | am sorry. May we continue to pray for you this season and always. God is still good, and He is always
faithful. May we find the joy of memories this Christmas season, if nothing else.

By now, you have seen that we will have our Children’s Christmas Program on December 14t during the 2" service. | hope
you can come and worship with us that morning during the 15 service and then stay and watch / listen to the children during
the 2" service.

As always, we will have a Christmas Eve service, too, on December 24t at 4:30 pm. If you would like to participate in that,
please let us know. Christmas seasonis a time to just rest in the Prince of Peace. If we are not careful, it can become a time of
stress and busyness, and we miss completely the joy of Jesus. | do hope and pray you have a good Christmas season. And |
trust that you have had a wonderful Thanksgiving season and have been able to find things to be thankful for.

As we wrap up this year (where did it go so quickly) we say Thank you Lord for Your blessings to us here at MFMC again. Thank
you againto all of you ministry leaders and workers who make all the various ministries here possible. We have seen God do
miraculous things this year and we have seen heartache and pain. We have seen the joy of new babies, new marriages and the
joys of the new spiritual birth and baptisms. God is good!

We are still working on a new administrative assistant. We hope to have one in place by January 1, 2026. We are still working
towards fundraising for the kitchen project. There are some unknowns yet, that the BOA is working on getting some answers
forthose.... and there are some things that we will ask for some input from you, too. Thank you for praying for this project and
thank you for giving towards it so far.

There is just so much to be thankful for, and | am thankful to God and thankful for you.

Serving Jesus and serving you,
Pastor Jim
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Casey Reynolds

Assistant Pastor
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Annual Christmas Eve Service

caseyzr@hotmailcom at 4:30 pm

“‘Do you think | cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at my disposal more than twelve legions of angels? But
how then would the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must happen in this way?"”
Matthew 26:53-54, New International Version

You might think that this is a random scripture for Thanksgiving and leading into the Christmas season. If you recall, one of
Jesus’ companions just drew his sword and cut the ear off one of the servants coming to arrest Jesus. Jesus knew what was
coming for Him. He knew His time was near. He knew the Scripture needed to be fulfilled. He also knew He had the ability to
wipe all of humanity off the face of the earth with one command to His Heavenly Father.

As | was reflecting on this Thanksgiving season, of all the things | am thankful for, there’s times | feel more like Peter than Jesus.
When the difficulties or trials come, | can be quick to act in my flesh instead of allowing the Spirit to guide and direct my
reactions. | am so thankful for Jesus’ ability to spend time in prayer and faithfully endure the cross for all humanity instead of
calling down twelve legions of angels. We got Christ’s love instead of God’s wrath. Friends, we have been receiving it ever
since.

Think of all the things you are thankful for. Family, friends, church, community, food, water, shelter, heat, job, income,
transportation, Thanksgiving celebrations, and anticipation of the Christmas season. We have so much to be thankful for. There
are many who are going through trials and losses as well. They may have a more difficult time enjoying this special season we
are in. Regardless of whether we are on the mountain top of life or struggling through the valley, there is one solid,
unchangeable truth that we can all find comfort in, no matter the season. Jesus chose the cross instead of the twelve legions of
angels, so we all have the ability to receive Jesus by faith and be saved. | pray He is your motivation this Thanksgiving and
Christmas season to celebrate or at least to find strength to get through.

| pray you all have a Spirit filled Christmas season.

Praying for you church,
Assistant Pastor Casey
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Small Group Information

Sunday Thursday

*9:30 am Bible study with Keith Olander in the dining hall *9am Sewing circle

*10:30 am adult small group in the dining hall *6:30 pm Men’s Group with Mike Horstmann

*6 pm Celebrate Recovery *6:30 pm Women'’s Group with Susie Horstmann

Tuesday *6:30 pm Young People’s Bible study at the Judd’s

*10 am Bible study at Sunny Pines with Sheri Prayer Group Times

*6 pm Grief Share *Wednesdays at 11 am in the nursery & Saturdays at 6 pm in the
*6:30 pm Bible study with John Ellison sanctuary

Wednesday If you are interested in leading a small group, please talk to either
*9:30 am Bible study with Al Pastor Jim or Pastor Casey!

Women'’s Ministry Meeting Minutes
Praise God from whom all blessings flow!
At our November Women’s Ministry meeting, Karen Seaberg led our devotions from Psalm 100 on
Thanksgiving and an article on “Praise is a Choice.” Blessed reminders as we are in the Holiday season to
be thankful in all circumstances. Some years and moments are full of highs and what feels like great
blessings and other years and moments are filled with sorrow and struggles, but through it all, Jesus is

by our side! What a great comfort! _ »'r'"
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The women recapped October’s happenings and discussed November and December’s busy schedules! ’
The projects for November included putting together 45 Thanksgiving boxes and 20 gift cards for our O{ycl /,m
widows and those who may need a little extra help this season. We collected 218 shoeboxes to give gifts
to children around the globe through Operation Christmas Child! Thank you to all who helped with both D l | E
of those wonderful ministry opportunities! We also held a fun craft night for over 40 women, making

Holiday Pine buckets. SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13th 9 am

As we head into December, the women’s group has three projects in the works! Thank
you to all who took an angel from the tree. There are 19 angels this year. The gifts are
due back on Saturday, December 13t at 9 am, wrapped and with the angel tag attached
to them! The women's group also purchases poinsettias to give to families that Pastor
Jim or Casey have done their loved one’s funeral this year.

On Saturday, December 13t at 10 am we will meet for our last meeting of the year! At DECEMBER 13 10:00 AM
this meeting, we will be putting together Christmas cookie trays to give to our widows,

If you are able to help make cookies for
. . . . . . our cook trays, please sign up on the
and those in need. If you are interested in helping us bake cookies, this takes a great sheet below with name and how many

you are bringing! Thank you!
effort as we put together 100 trays! Anyone is welcome to join us in putting together
the trays and delivering them! It is a delight to bless those around us, especially during Women's Ministry Meeting

with Pet-luck Soup & Sandwiches
befere makinng and delivering cookie trays!

the holidays! We will have a light pot-luck luncheon before we head out to deliver trays!
God bless you all for your help through another year of being the “Hands and Feet of

Jesus” to our community through so many means including: Prayer shawls, cards to the Care Center, baby and bridal showers, ba by quilts,
sewing circle, mother’s and father’s day gifts, items donated to MNTC, LAPS, the Warming Shelter in Brainerd, Pastor Appreciation, and so
much more!! You are a gift!

If you have any questions about the Women’s Ministry at Motley Free Methodist Church, please contact Jessica Judd

jessleejohnson@yahoo.com or 218.296.2441 or you can also message me on Messenger! <

Date First Service Second Service

MW% December 7th Dale & Carla L. Brandi & Clara J.
December 14t Shelby & Clara N. Marisela & Kristen O.

December 215t Sam & Dayton B. Amy & Kalee W.
W December 28th Taylor H. & Clara N. Kristen O. & Clara J.
Available during both services every Sunday for children 0-36 months!
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Youth News
November started off with Jess continuing her lessons in Genesis. November 19th, we packed food again for families in need at The Outreach
Program of Brainerd Lakes, located in Nisswa. December starts off with Craig doing the lessons. December 10t we will be going Christmas caroling
at the Lakewood Care Center. December 17t is the Youth Group Christmas party. We will have a catered meal, devotion and some Christmas
games. We are asking everyone to bring 1 or 2 wrapped gifts with a value of 1 to 3 dollars. December 24t and 31st we will not have youth group.
December 24t is the Christmas Eve service at 4:30 pm. If you are interested in participating in the Christmas Eve service, please see Jess. December
31st will be a New Year’s Eve event at church; everyone is welcome to attend.

Some highlights from 2025. We have had several youths make commitments to Christ. We had 5 youths get baptized. We had a very successful
youth rummage and bake sale, raising over $11,000. We had 31 people participate in a mission trip to Cincinnati; 25 youth and 6 adults went. We
did Box City where we slept in boxes, learned about homelessness and raised over $2,200 for the food shelf. Twice, we packed food for those in
need at The Outreach Program of Brainerd Lakes. We went to the B.A.Y. Rallies in Brainerd. We had a lock-in, had a cookout at the Judds and
participated in the Community Picnics. We have been averaging 24 youth per week. We want to thank Rob Ross for joining our te am. God has truly
blessed all of us this year. Thank you to our adult leaders this year, they are Tatum Reynolds, Kristen Odenthal, Rob Ross, Tim & Jessica Judd and
Craig Weigel.

If you have any questions, please contact Craig Weigel (218) 839-0007 & cbweigel@hotmail.com or Jessica Judd (218)296-2441 &
jessleejohnson@yahoo.com

Children’s Ministry

& December means the Children’s Christmas Program!!! As the children and Sarah have been busy
preparing for another wonderful performance of the birth of Jesus, may we as a body pray for our children as
they are such a blessing! They are the future of the church, and they NEED our prayers! & Please plan to
come and support them on Sunday, December 14t at 10:30 am! Parents, please also remember to have your
children at the weekly practices on Sunday mornings at 10:30 am and the 2 Saturday dress rehearsals,
Saturday, December 6 & 13t at 9 am! These practices are really important for the children to feel like they
are prepared for the performance! We want to thank Sarah Bendson again, as well as the Sunday morning

Sunday school teachers for their diligence to loving and serving our children! You are so important! A special

thank you to all who work with children throughout the year here at the Motley Free Methodist Church! We BHILDHEN‘S BHHISTMAS PRUGHAM
need you! You matter and we are so blessed by your faithful contributions to serving Jesus and children! Practices Saturday, December 6 13 at 9 am
If you’re wondering what programming the MEMC offers for children/young adults... DECEMBER R ha;;if;::;;’)slease -
e Sunday Mornings e Wednesday Afternoon/Evenings
o Nursery Care for children 0-36 months o AWANA during the school year from e Thursday Evenings
both services 3:30-5:30 pm for children 2 years o  Young Adults Group at 6:30 pm at
o  Children’s Church during first service old-6t grade! the church
o  Sunday School Classes for 3-18 year o  Youth Group all year long from 6-8
olds during second service pm for teens

If you are interested in helping with the children’s ministry or have any questions, please contact Jessica Judd 218.296.2441!

AWANA Clubs

MFMC Awana Clubs completed their first missions project packing 88 Operation Christmas Child Shoe boxes in November! Thank you to all who
brought in items and helped with shipping costs. These boxes will bring the gospel of Jesus Christ to children all around the world!

In December, kids are continuing to learn about the Bible in their large-group time and will embark on another missions project. Our second
missions project will be a local one, partnering with the Ladies Group, kids will make Christmas cards for our widows/widowers that receive cookie
trays for Christmas! To celebrate the Christmas season, we are dressing in our ugliest (or fanciest) Christmas outfits and having a Candy Cane
themed party! We will also host the Christmas Store Night on the 17, and of course that means | am asking for gift donations that kids can
purchase for their parents, siblings and themselves! The children have been earning their 'Awana-bucks' by learning verses and bringing their Bibles
to club, and they finally get to spend it!

Thank you, church, for all you support in 2025, and | pray you all have a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Schedule:

December 3™ — Ugly Sweater Night December 17t —Candy Cane & Store Night
December 10t — Cards for Widows Night, Double Buck Night and December 24t —No Club, Merry Christmas!
(Early Out for S/M school) December 315t— No Club, Happy New Year!
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Motley Free Methodist Church
BOA Meeting Minutes
November 24, 2025
6:30 PM

People Present: Pastor Jim Johnson, Carla Leehy, Tatum Reynolds, Jessica Judd, Craig Weigel, Kevin Swecker, Casey
Reynolds, Jerry Haase, Brandi Neal, and Kim Reynolds

Discussion Held:
e Devotions & Prayer — Psalm 103

e Secretary’s Report - Jerry moved to accept as written, Craig seconded, no discussion, all agreed, motion carried

e Treasurer’s Report - Jess moved to accept as written, Jerry seconded, no discussion, all agreed, motion carried

e Active Shooter Training - no new meetings, next meeting Dec. 1,2025

e Kitchen Addition Update - needed a new grounds survey and that is done, an architect will give us preliminary plans when
we give him what we want. Would like to have some plans for the annual meeting to give the body (26x 34 kitchen
addition-Kevin’s original plan) Casey’splan (2162 sq. ft) Jerry wanted to look at our goals, kitchen, classroom for Adult
Sunday school, classroom for children would like to start bigger and can down size from there if needed, Kevin will talk to
some building contractors to come again and help us get a better financial picture and spatial picture of both plans and we
will determine if we need a December meeting in order to work towards a plan for the annual meeting.

e Nominating Committee discussion regarding the nominating committees’ nominations. Nominees will be asked if they are
interested in being on the board and delegate ballots.

e Secretary possibilities - 2 people are interested and one has been interviewed the other will be, then there will be a time of
training with Tatum in December, hoping to have new secretary in place by January 15,2026

e 2026 Budget - When Casey becomes ordained, we need to pay his pension and will need to add in MN paid leave policy to
the budget line item per MN guidelines, otherwise board has approved the budget to go to the body at the annual meeting.

e MN Paid Leave Policy - the MFMC obligation is 0.0066 of wages/year, Tatum is our current administrator. Kevin
motioned to pay for all employees from the church budget, Craig seconded, no discussion, all agreed, motion carried.

o TWK Report/Request - discipleship materials handed out, some women got stoves with solar panels, we helped pay for the
women’s conference, completed 2 yearlong well project, December kits to widows, thank you! Widows retreat is not fully
funded for January, hoping for 50 widows $70.00 per widow, could Motley sponsor 10? Kevin motioned to give the money
for the 10 women, Carla seconded, no discussion, all agreed, motion carried.

o MFMC Widows/Christmas Gifts - we budget some funds each year, Craig motioned to give the $100.00 again, Carla
seconded, no discussion, all agreed, motion carried.

e New Reporting for NCC for 2026 - monthly attendance numbers, financial numbers, quarterly baptism numbers, etc...

e Sanctity of Human Life Sunday January 18,2026

e BTTN - Pastor Salik thank you letter

e Individual Request - will meet with individual to discuss the financial need more
Closed in prayer.

Next Meeting is the Annual Meeting on January 25,2025.

Submitted by Jessica Judd
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December 2025

1 2 3 4 5 6
- 6pm Grief - 9:30am Bible Study - 9am Sewing Circle - 10:30am - 9am Program
Share - 11am Prayer Group - 6:30pm Young People’s Ladies” AA Practice
- 6:30pm - 3:30 pm AWANA Bible Study at the Judds Meeting - 6pm Prayer
Bible Study Clubs - 6:30pm Women’s Group | - 12pm AA Meeting
- 6pm Youth Group - 6:30pm Men’s Group Meeting
- 6pm Ignition Study - 6pm CMA
Meeting
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
- 9am First Service - Ethel - 9:30am Bible Study - 9am Sewing Circle - 10:30am - 9am Program
- 10:30am Second Lovelace - 11am Prayer Group - 6:30pm Young People’s Ladies” AA Practice
Service funeral - 3:30 pm AWANA Bible Study at the Judds Meeting - 10am Women’s
- 6pm Celebrate - 6pm Grief Clubs: Early Out - 6:30pm Women’s Group | - 12pm AA Meeting
Recovery Share - 6pm Youth Group - 6:30pm Men’s Group Meeting (Making Cookie
- 6:30pm Caroling Trays)
Bible Study - 6pm Ignition Study - 6pm Prayer
Meeting
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
- 9am First Service - 6pm Grief - 9:30am Bible Study - 9am Sewing Circle - 10:30am - 6pm Prayer
- 10:30am Share - 11am Prayer Group - 6:30pm Young People’s | Ladies’ AA Meeting
Children’s - 6:30pm - 3:30 pm AWANA Bible Study at the Judds Meeting
Christmas Program Bible Study Clubs: Store Night! - 6:30pm Women’s Group | - 12pm AA
- 6pm Celebrate - 6pm Youth Group - 6:30pm Men’s Group Meeting
Recovery Christmas Party
- 6pm Ignition Study
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
- 9am First Service - 6pm Grief - 11am Prayer Group Merry Christmas! - 10:30am - 6pm Prayer
- 10:30am Second Share - 4:30pm Christmas Ladies’ AA Meeting
Service - 6:30pm Eve Service Meeting
- 6pm Celebrate Bible Study - 12pm AA
Recovery Meeting
28 29 30 31 p Jim:
- 9am First Service - 6pm Grief New Year’s Eve Staff M
- 10:30am Second Share Event! 7:30pm- Friday. Off
Service - 6:30pm Midnight Pastor EaSBY:
- 6pm Celebrate Bible Study - 11am Prayer Group Huurs Munday: [Off | Tues-Fri: § EIITI-EI|JITI
Recovery Church Office | Tatum:
Number: | Tugs, Wed & Thurs: Off | Man & Fri: 8
(28) 352-6888 | .. (o (WFH)
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