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“Now fear the Lord and serve Him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your forefathers worshipped beyond the river and in Egypt
and serve the Lord. But if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether
the gods your forefathers served beyond the river or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my
house, we will serve the Lord.”

Joshua 24:14-15, New International Version

We all probably know this last phrase of this last verse... we have probably all heard it before and maybe some of you, like me, have
these words on your walls at home. They are great words to be sure, words of challenge and hope. And as we close out 2025 and
enter into 2026, | am reminded, as Joshua said, that we do have to choose. We do not have to be born again every day or every year,
we need to be born again once if we are going to be part of the Kingdom of God. BUT we do have to choose who and what we are
going to serve. “What do you mean Jim?” Let me phrase it this way-- what will occupy most of our time in 2026? What will take the
most of our energy? What will we spend our money on? How much of our time, talents and treasures will Jesus get? When Joshua
said what he said to the children of Israel that day, he said it because he knew that there would be competition for their time. He
knew that the devil would tempt them with the gods of the age. Joshua knew it and God knows it. Jesus said it this way in Luke 9:23-
24 (NIV) “then He said to them all; If anyone would come after Me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow Me.
For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save it.”

So, what has all this got to do with a new year? My prayer for me, my household and for our church family is that we will all serve
the Lord Jesus Christ this year, with all our hearts, souls, strength and minds. My prayer is that this church will be “soul-winners” for
Jesus, “disciple-makers” for Jesus and available to Him every day of this new year. My prayer for us all this new year is that we do
not let the “gods” of the age get us so distracted that we forget to focus on our heavenly Father and Jesus Christ our Lord every part
of every day. Look again at what Joshua said- But if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you then choose for yourselves this day
whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the river or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are
living. It may not seem like serving the Lord Jesus Christ is “undesirable” but if everything else is taking up all of our efforts and
interests, then we have chosen. May we choose HIM all day, every day of this new year and see where He wants to take us as a
church family this year.

If you are new or newer to our church family and are not on our call list (in other words, you’re not currently receiving any calls from
the church) we would love to add you to that call system. If you would please fill out a card in the church pew or write your name
and number down and give it to Jim, Casey or Tatum, we can add you to that call system. We use this system to mention prayer
requests, cancellations, updates, etc., as to what is happening or not happening in the church throughout the week and year. Thank
you to all of you for being part of our family. God has been good to us all. May we glorify HIM this new year in all things.

Serving Jesus and serving you,
Pastor Jim
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“Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good!
For His mercy endures forever.
Oh, give thanks to the God of gods!
For His mercy endures forever.
Oh, give thanks to the Lord of lords!
For His mercy endures forever.”
Psalm 136:1-3, New King James Version

Another year has come and gone. Here we are in 2026. 2025 was full of highs and lows. | am so thankful to be part of a
church body that stands firm on the word of God. That allows and expects the truth of the Bible to be unashamedly
proclaimed.

| am going into 2026 with a spirit of thankfulness. Friends, God is good. There will be ups and downs, hills and valleys, and
those who are mourning, those who are rejoicing. My goal is not losing sight that God is good. He is full of mercy. He is
the one true God, He is the one and only God, And He is the Lord of lords.

| like to remind us of our mission this time of year. We exist to “Introduce this community to Jesus Christ and help them
grow to maturity in Him.”

We have all kinds of ministries and ministry leaders that assist in accomplishing our mission. | want to take some time to
thank and recognize all the hands and feet that assist in making our mission a reality. All our bible studies leaders, our
youth group leaders, our AWANA leaders, Celebrate Recovery, Grief Share, sound booth crew, worship team, kitchen
crew, all the hands and feet that help with funerals and weddings. We thank our BOA members, nursery care, Sunday
school teachers, greeters, administrative assistance, treasurer, and of course our congregation.

| am looking forward to what God is going to do in 2026. He is good, He is full of mercy and grace. May He bless us in
another year.

Praying for you church, Pastar Jim:
Assistant Pastor Casey Fridav: OFF day: Off '

Stﬂﬂ: HIJI.II"S Pastor Casey:
Church Office Number: | Monday: Off | Tues-Fri: 9 am-a pm

(28) 3526888 | Tammy:

Tues & Thurs: Off |Mon & Fri: 8 am-12 pm | Wed: 12 pm-4 pm

Page|2



Small Group Information

Sunday

*9:30 am Bible study with Keith Olander in the dining hall
*10:30 am adult small group in the dining hall

*6 pm Celebrate Recovery

Tuesday

*10 am Bible study at Sunny Pines with Sheri

*6 pm Grief Share

*6:30 pm Bible study with John Ellison

Wednesday
*9:30 am Bible study with Al

Thursday
*9 am Sewing circle

*6:30 pm Men’s Group with Mike Horstmann
*6:30 pm Women’s Group with Susie Horstmann
*6:30 pm Young People’s Bible study at the Judd’s

Prayer Group Times

*Wednesdays at 11 am in the nursery & Saturdays at 6 pm in the

sanctuary

If you are interested in leading a small group, please talk to either
Pastor Jim or Pastor Casey!

Women’s Ministry Meeting Minutes
The Women’s Ministry team met on Saturday, December 13 for our annual meeting, light luncheon and making Christmas cookie

trays. The women made and delivered just over 100 trays this year to our widows and older friends and neighbors, wishing them a

blessed Christmas season.

We are so thankful for our church family and friends! We are thankful for the many hands that bless others, especially at the holiday

season! We thank you again for making and delivering 45 Thanksgiving boxes, 20 gift cards, 100 cookie trays, helping LAPS, MNTC

men facility, baby blankets, baby and bridal showers, prayer shawls, sending cards to those in the Care Center, money for back-to-

school help in the Staples-Motley school district, loving our pastors during pastor appreciation month, gifts for mothers and fathers

on Mother’s Day and Father’s Day, and much more! The women’s ministry group is such a great way to get together and find ways

to make a difference in the lives of others. Thank you to those of you who helped make 20 angels have a better Christmas! Thank

you all for being a part of this ministry! As we head into 2026, we pray that this ministry will continue to reach out in love to those in

and out of our church body!

Each month the women’s ministry team has a “project” some
person, family or place we are trying to be the hands and feet
of Jesus to. For January, our project is collecting items for the
MNTC Women'’s facility. A list of their needed items is
attached! If you would like to contribute, please just bring in
and place in the tub in the foyer on or before January 10t at 9
am.

January 10'" at 9 am is our next Women’s meeting! Everyone is
invited to join us for any or all meetings and activities! May we
spread the love and light of Jesus to everyone we meet! Happy
New Year!

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

For more information, go to
https://volunteer.mntc.org

Greatest Need
* Personal Encourager - Offer a client
personal hope and encouragement.
You must be 25 or older and able to
commit to 2-4 meetings per month, on
evenings or weekends.

New Opportunity
¢ Book Club Leader - The clients have
requested to have a Book Club. We are
looking for someone to lead this Book
Club weekly or bi-weekly.

WISHLIST
New: New or Gently Used:
Chapstick Makeup bags
Lip gloss Backpacks
Brushes/combs Tennis shoes
Shampoo Winter boots
Washcloths Gloves
Bath towels Mittens
Hand towels Hats
Body wash/scrubs Scarves

Coloring books
Diamond Art
Water bottles
Journals

Socks

If you have any questions about the Women’s Ministry at Motley Free Methodist Church, please contact Jessica Judd

jessleejohnson@yahoo.com or 218.296.2441 or you can also message me on Messenger! v

Date

First Service

Second Service

January 4"

Shelby D. & Sam B.

Marisela & Kristen O.

January 11™

uwrgery

Melaine S. & Mistalove

Amy W. & Malaina C.

January 18"

Taylor H. & Clara N.

Kristen O. & Clara J.

January 25%

Tatum R. & Clara J.

Sharon T. & Brandi N.

SChedule

Available during both services every Sunday for children 0-36 months!
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Youth News

December started off with Kristin Ross giving her testimony on the 3rd. On December 10th, we went caroling at the Lakewood Care Center.
December 17t was the Youth Group Christmas party. We had a pasta bar, devotional, and played some Christmas games. We want to thank
Dorothy Odenthal and Jess for preparing the food; it was a very enjoyable evening. December 24t and 315t we did not have youth group due to the
Christmas and New Year’s holidays.

January starts off on the 7t with Jess continuing her study of the book of Genesis. January 14t is the B.A.Y. Rally in Brainerd at the Northern Pacific
Center. We will have pizza at 5:30 pm and depart for the rally at 6 pm, returning around 9:15 pm.

Looking ahead: February 11th we will have an ice-skating night at the local rink, weather permitting.

If you have any questions, please contact Craig Weigel (218) 839-0007 & cbweigel@hotmail.com or Jessica Judd (218)296-2441 &
jessleejohnson@yahoo.com

Children’s Ministry
Thank you, Sarah Bendson and children, for another wonderful Christmas program! Every year we look forward to watching what our
children have been practicing and learning in Sunday school. We are grateful for wonderful staff who diligently love and teach our children
about Jesus! It is so vital to instill the love of Jesus into our children’s hearts! Thank you to Sheri Johnson & Marisela Vasquez for teaching
children’s church each week during the first service! Thank you to Kim Reynolds, Kristin Ross, Sarah Bendson and Jason Caldwell, Chris Neal
along with Rob Ross for teaching our Sunday morning Sunday school classes each week! Thank you to Brandi Neal for heading up our
AWANA clubs each Wednesday afternoon and all those who come alongside her to love small groups of children at AWANA! Thank you to
Craig, Tim, Jessica, Rob, Kristen, and Tatum who share the love of Jesus with our youth each Wednesday evening! Thank you to those on
our weekly rotating nursery schedule! And lastly, thank you to the 60+ volunteers who help lead Vacation Bible School each year! You all
make a tremendous difference in the lives of our youth and children! You are needed as we raise up the next generation of faithful
followers of Jesus Christ and train them to serve Him! In January we hold an annual Children’s ministry meeting, please mark your calendar
for Monday, January 26% at 6 pm.

If you’re wondering what programming the MFMC offers for children/young adults...

e Sunday Mornings o  AWANA during the school year from e Annual Vacation Bible School
o Nursery Care for children 0-36 months 3:30-5:30 pm for children 2 years will be held June 15-19, 2026
; h
both services old-6t grade! 4:30-7:30 pm - Mark your
o  Children’s Church during first service o  Youth Group all year long from 6-8 ..
calendars!! Plan to join us for a
o  Sunday School Classes for 3-18 year pm for teens Kof f p .
olds during second service e Thursday Evenings week o u? ar.m service as we
e Wednesday Afternoon/Evenings o  Young Adults Group at 6:30 pm at head back in time to ROME!
the church

If you are interested in helping with the children’s ministry or have any questions, please contact Jessica Judd 218.296.2441!

AWANA Clubs

Happy New Year!!! January is Missions Month at Motley Free Methodist Awana Clubs! During the entire month, we are going to be raising money
for Kids in Hard to Reach Places, focusing on those in Refugee Camps. Awana partners with area churches to reach kids in Refugee Camps. “50
million children around the world today are surviving the worst refugee crisis in history. The average stay at a refugee camp is 17 years—the length
of an entire childhood” (AWANA GO website) Our club goal is to reach 75 kids (our weekly average) for a total of $750!

In January, we are learning the Bible is Powerful and Active and the Guide for our lives! January marks the halfway point of our Handbooks, so the
second half of the month we begin learning about Jesus and that He is fully God and fully Man. For fun, we are starting the New Year with a Scarf
Night, followed by Glow Night and celebrating Halfway Night with a gift for clubbers who have finished half their handbooks! Thank you, church
family, for supporting our club, children and families. Your prayer and donations are very important in helping us disciple the next generation for
Jesus Christ!

Schedule:
January 7th — Scarf Night, Missions Month Starts January 215t — Halfway Night
January 14th — Glow Night (Early Out S/M schools) January 28t — Missions Month
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Celebrate Recovery

Hello from Celebrate Recovery (CR), we are getting close too ending another
year, and starting another one. January 18 will be our last night, and on February
15t will the night we start a new year.

What is CR? We are people that have a hurt that has lead to bad habits
and/or bad hang-ups. (This includes addiction: drugs, sex, porn, alcohol, food,
cutting, work, gaming, fighting, ect.)

What is a hurt? Hurts come in many different ways, physical, emotional,
psychological, or sexually. These hurts come one of two ways, we have had them
happen to us or we have done it too someone else. Either way we have developed
bad habits/hang-ups (addiction) to deal with the guilt, shame or anger.

CR is where we seek forgiveness with God through Christ. Forgiveness for the
one that hurt us or forgiveness from the one we hurt. This is done through a 12
step and 8 principle program, both the steps and principles are Biblical based. CR
uses the Bible through out all aspects of the program.

Do you have overwhelming guilt, shame, anger that you are trying to run from
and/or hiding from? Does it get in the way of relationships with family, friends,
coworkers, people next door, most of all GOD. Want to deal with it using the word
of God the Bible with like minded people. We are here seeking help and healing
through the word of God, we are not fixing each other, but walking with each
other being healed by God.

Come Sunday night. We start at 6:00 pm
6:00pm to 7:00pm large group
7:00pm to 8:00pm small group

Real freedom comes through GOD, CHRIST, and HOLY SPIRIT
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3
Happy New Year! - 10:30am Ladies’ | - 6pm Prayer
AA Meeting Meeting
- 12pm AA
Meeting
- 6pm CMA
Meeting
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
- 9am First Service - 6pm Grief - 9:30am Bible Study - 9am Sewing Circle - 10:30am Ladies’ | -9 am Women’s
- 10:30am Second Share - 11am Prayer Group - 6:30pm Young People’s AA Meeting Meeting
Service - 6:30pm -3:30 pm AWANA Bible Study at the Church - 12pm AA - 6pm Prayer
- 6pm Celebrate Bible Study Clubs - 6:30pm Women’s Group | Meeting Meeting
Recovery - 6pm Youth Group - 6:30pm Men’s Group
- 6pm Ignition Study
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
- 9am First Service - 6pm Grief - 9:30am Bible Study - 9am Sewing Circle - 10:30am Ladies’ | - 6pm Prayer
- 10:30am Second Share - 11am Prayer Group - 6:30pm Young People’s AA Meeting Meeting
Service - 6:30pm -3:30 pm AWANA Bible Study at the Church - 12pm AA
- 6pm Celebrate Bible Study Clubs: Early Out - 6:30pm Women’s Group | Meeting
Recovery - 6pm Youth Group - 6:30pm Men’s Group
Bay Rally
- 6pm Ignition Study
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
- 9am First Service - 6pm Grief - 9:30am Bible Study - 9am Sewing Circle - 10:30am Ladies’ CMA Officers
- 10:30am Second Share - 11am Prayer Group - 6:30pm Young People’s AA Meeting Training (All
Service - 6:30pm -3:30 pm AWANA Bible Study at the Church - 12pm AA Day)
- 6pm Celebrate Bible Study Clubs: Halfway Night - 6:30pm Women’s Group | Meeting - 6pm Prayer
Recovery - 6pm Youth Group - 6:30pm Men’s Group Meeting
- 6pm Ignition Study
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Annual Meeting - 6pm Grief - 9:30am Bible Study - 9am Sewing Circle - 10:30am Ladies’ - 6pm Prayer
and Pot-luck Share - 11am Prayer Group - 6:30pm Young People’s AA Meeting Meeting
- 9am First Service - 6:30pm -3:30 pm AWANA Bible Study at the Church | - 12pm AA
- 10:30am Second Bible Study Clubs - 6:30pm Women’s Group | Meeting
Service - 6pm Youth Group - 6:30pm Men’s Group
- 6pm Celebrate - 6pm Ignition Study
Recovery
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