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A Few Words from Pastor Jim:
22 “The

Lord made me at the beginning of His creation, before His works of
long ago.
23 I was formed before ancient times, from the beginning, before the earth
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began.
24 I was born when there were no watery depths and no springs filled with
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water.
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25 I was delivered before the mountains and hills were established,
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26 before He made the land, the fields, or the first soil on earth.
27 I was there when He established the heavens, when He laid out the
horizon on the surface of the ocean,
28 when He placed the skies above, when the fountains of the ocean gushed out,
29 when He set a limit for the sea so that the waters would not violate His command, when He laid out the foundations of the earth.
30 I was a skilled craftsman beside Him. I was His delight every day, always rejoicing before Him.
31 I was rejoicing in His inhabited world, delighting in the human race.
I have been reading in Proverbs as of late for my daily devotions and, even though I have read this several dozen times…. this time through, these
words really seemed to come to life.
Do you know what the writer is talking about in these verses? He is speaking of WISDOM. Now if you read them again knowing that he is speaking
about wisdom, wow it comes alive in a new way…at least to me.
Proverbs also reminds us more than once; “the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom”.
Where do you look for wisdom? I was having a conversation with a person from Canada, on-line, about God’s will, the other day. She asked, how
can I know God’s will? I told her the best way is to know God’s word.
Again, I ask; where do we look when we look for wisdom? May I suggest, we start with the word of God. The bible is so full of good. It is so full of
direction and answers and HOPE. May I also suggest, humbly, if you aren’t reading the bible regularly, please consider it. If you need a Bible, we
have one for you.
How will we know the will of God if we don’t know what is in the Word of God?
I just find so much enjoyment from reading and learning from different translations and commentary. I like to read period, but I love to read the Word
of God; from its pages we gain much wisdom.
Now, May is going to be busy too. Women’s Tea, weddings, funerals, graduate Sunday, Baccalaureate, Mother’s Day, Teen Challenge and on May
29th the Mallory’s will be signing off from Motley FMC for the last time. We will have a special prayer and some cake that day to bid them God’s
blessings in their next chapter.
June will come quickly and that will mean VBS and NCC conference meetings and more funerals ( I already have 3 lined up for then) and
Community picnics and more ways to serve the Risen Christ. I look forward to it all. I hope you do too.
I want to take a moment to say Thank you to Charles and Jennifer for their 4- year commitment to MFMC. Thank you. God bless you.
I want to say thank you to the Awana staff, and youth group leaders, and Sunday morning teachers, and bible study and small group leaders, and
praise team and sound booth people and funeral servers and prayer warriors and financial supporters, and all those others who are serving behind
the scenes that no one even knows about. Thank you and God bless you all. We are the body of believers, working together to serve the Lord Jesus
Christ and to serve this community and to see that people are told the Good News and to make disciples and to love our neighbors.
May God be glorified as we serve HIM. May we all seek HIM and pray for our future, and how God would use us and how God would lead us and
who God would have to help serve in the pastoral capacity in the future.
May we look to Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith to guide us in everything that we do. Thank you for being part of this family.
Let us serve and love and glorify GOD together, until Jesus returns, or He calls us home. Serving Jesus and serving you, Jim

Upcoming Event
*May 6-7-Youth Garage Sale
*May 8-Mother's Day
*May 14-Women's Meeting at 9 am
*May 14-Ladies Tea at 10 am
*May 15-Senior Sunday
*May 16-BOA meeting
*May 19-21-Directory Photos
*May 22-MN Teen Challenge Here
*May 29- Charles & Jennifer’s last day

Small Group Information:
As a part of a growing body, the best way to have a more
intimate fellowship and Bible study is to be involved in a
small group.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sunday morning 9:00 Children’s Church
Sunday morning 10:30 Adult Sunday School
Sunday morning 10:30 Youth Sunday School
Sunday morning 10:30 Children’s Church/Sunday School
Sunday evening 6:00 Men’s Discipleship Class
Tuesday evening 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall
Wednesday morning 9:30 in Fellowship Hall

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wednesday afternoon 12:00 pm prayer time
Wednesday afternoon 3:30-5:30 AWANA
Wednesday evening 6:00 pm Youth Group
Thursday evening 6:00 Youth Bible Study at the Judd’s house
Thursday evening 6:30 Men’s Group
Thursday evening 6:30 Women’s Bible Study
Saturday evening 6:00 prayer group at the church

Young Adults 2022
May is a month of change as Winter finally decides to give up and allow Spring and Summer to come our way. It is also a month of other changes
here at our Church. I will be ending my time here at Motley Free Methodist as the Associate Pastor and as your Young Adults pastor. My wife and I
will be moving to southwestern Missouri to co-pastor a Free Methodist Church together. Therefore, this will be my last article for the newsletter. It has
been a quick four years.
Our social-media outreach continues to build and show fruitful results over the last month. Our main platform is Twitter (@FreeMotley) and we finally
broke the century mark by reaching 102 “followers.” We also saw 1,500 checking in for access to church activities such as worship services, blogs,
newsletters, bulletins, and weekly events.
Along with Twitter, we use 4 other platforms for communication: GAB, Telegram, GETTR, and MeWe, with emphasis on prayer, global missions,
and other faith-building events/concerns of our local Church and the Free Methodist Church. All platforms combined have 146 members which is a
gain of 12 new members over the last month who now follow our Church ministry.
I wrote 4 blog articles that reached 412 readers in April. We also publish the Sunday sermons which I preach here at the Church. You will find them
on the website "Sermon Central." I offered two Sunday sermons in April (“Examining Ourselves” and “What’s Going on Here?”). Both sermons
reached 3,427 viewers from 98 countries via the “Sermon Central” website.
As I depart, as with any form of transition, there is always “the end.” That means, all forms of ministry mentioned in this article, will cease and “shut
down” unless someone wishes to administratively take over any one of the media platforms (i.e. Twitter, GETTR). I would be more than happy to
provide the account information to those wishing to sustain those ministries.
If nobody comes forward, then our top 4 platforms will end on 1 June 2022. The Young Adults web page on our Church website (listed below) will still
be available but will contain basic, useful information until leadership determines the direction of that ministry in the future. Thank you for your
friendship and for the opportunities to serve you.
For questions regarding the Young Adults ministry please contact Charles Mallory; Associate Pastor, O: (218) 352-6888; C: (240)
691-6762 or charlesMFMC@gmail.com
Young Adults - Church Web: https://www.motleyfreemethodistchurch.com/young-adults.html

Women’s Ministry News:
The women met for a time of devotions, planning future
projects and bringing items for the Brainerd Women's
Shelter! Thank you so much for everyone who
contributed to the women's shelter! You are a blessing!
Also in April, the ladies group held a painting night with
Debbie Blowers on Monday, April 11 at 6 pm. Twentyone people came together to paint and fellowship with
one another! It was a fun evening! May's project is
collecting items for the MN Adult and Teen Challenge
men in Brainerd. The MN Teen Challenge with be with
us here at MFMC on Sunday, May 22 during both
services with pot-luck dinner to follow and we would like
to send them home with items that would help them.
Please consider bringing extra food that day as we will
be feeding 20 extra men! The women's group has
purchased a case of life recovery Bibles for them as well.
Also in May, on Saturday, May 14th at 9 am will be our
next meeting, where we will collect the MN Teen
Challenge items and following the meeting, we will have
our annual Ladies Tea at 10 am! Please plan to join us
that morning for pot-luck luncheon, speaker, music,
fellowship and more! This year's speaker will be Hope
Johnson! If you plan to attend, please sign up on the
back table, so we make sure to set up for enough
people, as last year's tea had a very good turn out!
Thank you as always to those of you making prayer
shawls. They continue to be a blessing to many! A
reminder if you are a partner sending cards to someone
in a care facility, please keep it up! And if you are
interested in sending cards of encouragement to
someone, please see Jess and she will help you get
partnered up with someone. The widow's ministry is
having a field trip on Friday, May 6th at 10 am, Thank
you Barb for heading this event up! Thank you all for
being a blessing to the body and beyond! Serving
together for the cause of Christ-what a joy and blessing!

Youth News:
April started off on the 6th with the B.A.Y. Rally.
Craig finished the series entitled “SHINE” on
sharing your faith and leading others to Jesus. Jess
finished up with the book of Ester and on the 27th,
then we watched a movie on the story of Ester.
May 4th the youth will meet at Tim and Jess’s to set
up for the Youth Group Garage and Bake Sale. The
Garage and Bake Sale will be held Friday the 6th
from 8 am to 4 pm and Saturday from 8 am to
noon. If you would like to donate any baked good or
good used garage sale items, please contact Jess
or Craig. May 15th is Senior Sunday where we
recognize our graduating seniors. May 18th is bump
up night where we welcome the 6th graders into
Youth Group.
If anyone is interested in going to the Kingdom
Youth Conference in September tell us soon
because ticket prices go up May 9th.
If anyone is interested in becoming a mentor for
one of our youths, please let us know. We will try
and make a good match between an adult and
youth.
If we can be of any help to any of the youth, please
text, call or message any of the Youth Leaders and
we will be glad to pray, talk or just listen to any of
you!
If you have any questions, please contact Craig
Weigel (218) 839-0007 cbweigel@hotmail.com or
Jessica Judd (218)296-2441
jessleejohnson@yahoo.com

Nursery Schedule- First Service/Second Service
Service
May
5/1-Jennifer K. & Clara J./Sheri J. & Clara J.
5/8-Jennifer M. & Jennalyn/Jane C. & Janet S.
5/15-Diane J. & Clara J./Brenda R. & Clara J.
5/22-Linda B. & Shaun L./Brandi N. & Clara N.
5/29-Melaine S. & Mistalove/Marisela &Clara J.

If you would like to help in the
Nursery this coming year,
please see Linda Beebe.

In Children's Ministry News:
Our children's programming continues, however on May 11, Awana clubs will wrap up for the year!
We are looking for 2 people who would be willing to come alongside Barb Hirschey teaching early elementary and Traci
Birkholtz, teaching upper elementary, who will be teaching our elementary students during the second service, but both could
use a helper! If this is something you would be interested in, please see Jess, Barb or Traci today!!
The church body would like to thank Charles and Jennifer Mallory for their service to our body and children's programming in
the last 4 years! They will be missed as they move to minister to a new community this summer!
Lastly, VBS is right around the corner! Vacation Bible school is a wonderful opportunity to love and serve the children in our
body and help them grow in their walk with Jesus! We want to be very intentional in inviting our neighbors, children, relatives,
friends-EVERYONE!! June 20-24; 4:30-7:30 pm! Please register today online
at http://www.motleyfreemethodistchurch.com/vbs.html or tell every and any child you know they are welcome and invited!!
We would love to have them join us! We have 2 meetings left to help us prepare for VBS. May 9 at 6 pm will be our next
training VBS meeting and June 11 at 10 am. Thank you to all who have signed up to help. We need you! VBS takes a team! If
you would continue to pray for the outreach and ministry of VBS we would greatly appreciate that! Also, there are many items
still needed on the donations sheet! If you are willing to help purchase items needed for VBS this year, please sign up on the
back table! Thank you all for you support of our children and community through vacation Bible school! If you have questions
about VBS please contact Jessica Judd at 218.296.2441 or jessleejohnson@yahoo.com

We have only 2 weeks of AWANA club left! May 4th, we have a “Double Buck Night” and the final night kids can
say verses and earn Awana Bucks to spend at the store. May 11th is our final night. We have planned a pizza party,
the store will be set up, and at 5:00 we will be presenting kids at our Award Ceremony! Clubbers family, and
church family are all welcome to celebrate the end of our AWANA year!
How can you help our club? We could use some more store items, specifically for kids age 5-12 around the $5-$10
range. If you picked one of our “heart” names, I want to encourage you to please keep praying for your child, and
come cheer them at the Award Ceremony!
Awana Club could not happen without our many faithful leaders! If you helped out with Awana this year YOU are
invited to a Leader's Appreciation Night on May 18th at 4:00 P.M. We plan to eat and then quickly discuss how
the year went. Please RSVP to Brandi Neal so we can plan for food.
Motley Free Methodist Church
Schedule: May 4th – Double Buck Night; May
11thFree
– Store/Awards
Night; May 18th – Leader's Appreciation
Motley
Methodist Church
Wrap-up

BOA Meeting Minutes, April 18, 2022
Devotional/Prayer--Pastor Jim read from Mark 16:14-20. Jesus rebuked unbelief and hardness of heart. He said that those who believe will do His
will—the great commission. We must imitate Christ. Jim noted that from a book, Fresh Expressions of Church, that the Church has three options: 1.
Do nothing to help the lost, and hope they will come. 2. Build a bridge, go to them and invite them to come and visit, or 3. Go out to the people where
they are and tell them about Jesus through our actions and deeds. Pastor Jim asks that we continue to pray for the lost in communities around us, as
well as, the world.
Secretary Report—Motion to accept last month’s secretary report by Kevin Swecker, and Craig Weigel 2nd. Motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report—was presented by Linda Beebe. The motion to accept the report by Tim Judd, and Chris Neal 2 nd. Motion carried.
Old Business—the BOA members and pastors prayed for the church to be moved by the Holy Spirit to do God’s will, and for the wellness of the sick
and lost.
New Business—
Church Directory--sign-up sheet for May 19-21 has been completely filled. There are about 20+ families who have not responded yet. The
photographer will adjust the schedule to accommodate any other families who want to be included.
June Fest—was updated by Kevin Swecker. Sponsorship application has been completed. The booth fee and float slot and are confirmed. The next
step is to decide the logistics of building the float.
Awana Update—discussed with Jessica Judd. The Awana outreach has been very successful. We praise the Lord for the many seeds that have
been planted!
May Sunday Schedule—Every Sunday for the next six Sundays will be hosting extra events. The in service greeting will have to be pushed
forward to a later date.
NCC Meetings—are scheduled for June 17th and 18th. The church will have several members attending this year’s meetings. Among the group are;
Casey Reynolds , Matt Urspringer, Dale and Carla Leehy, Pastor Jim and Sheri Johnson, Tracy Birkholtz, and Linda Beebe. The event will be held in
Janesville, WI.
VBS—update given by Jessica Judd. The planning is coming along well. Most volunteer positions are filled and about one half of donations are
completed. The church people need to be intentional with giving out personal invitations to local families.
MNTC—the church will be hosting Minnesota Teen Challenge Choir on May 22nd. We will provide caramel rolls and drinks in between church
services and a pot luck following the second service. The church will dedicate the Sunday offering to MNTC. A motion was made by Craig Weigel
and 2nd by Chris Neal. Motion carried.
Keeping the “Main Thing”, the main thing—
• Widows Ministry—outing scheduled for May 6th. Starting something for men widows?
• Millennial outreach—there are a couple of people who have mention to Pastor Jim that they are interested in getting something going.
• Making Disciples—keep pursuing the lost.
• Saving the Lost—ongoing mission of our church
• Future Staff MFMS—Casey Reynolds and Matt Urspringer are being recommended to becoming Conference Ministerial Candidates
which is the next step to becoming an ordained minister.
•
Other—
Methodist Free Bishop Fund-- was mentioned about helping Ukraine. Titled under the European Crisis, the church has decided to donate
$5,000.00 to the fund. A motion to accept was made by Chris Neal and 2nd by Craig Weigel. Motion carried.
Baccalaureate 2022—will be held on May 15th at Faith Lutheran in Staples at 7:00 PM
Closing Prayer—Continue praying for the future needs of our church staff and for Pastor Charles and Jen. Also pray for Casey Reynolds and Matt
Urspringer for their forward training as CMC staff and what God has planned for their future.
Present—Pastor Jim Johnson, Pastor Charles Mallory, Chris Neal, Kevin Swecker, Barbara Hirschey, Craig Weigel, Tim Judd, Linda Beebe
Guests—Casey and Kim Reynolds, Jessica Judd
Next Meeting time May 16, 2022

VBS Items Still NEEDED!

Turkey lg.packsHam (lg. packs)BBQ’s MeatBBQ Buns (160)Bags of Chips for 5 nightsTaco MeatBig Bags of Shredded LettuceBig Bags of Shredded CheesePudding cups (160)Pickles (160)Baby Carrots (couple of Lg. Bags)Go Gurts- (160)4’ x 8’ x 2” Foam Sheets (6-8)2 Playground ballsPack of Card stockColored StonesDreidelLarge Uncooked Beans4 Hula hoopsNon Tear Scroll PaperBellArk of the CovenantPlatform2 Large TraysDrying RackHaroseth (3 Cups)Hard Boiled Eggs-1212 Shank (Turkey) BonesHorseradish (3 cups)Matzo Bread (12 Good sized pieces)MenorahOil-based ClayTefillin3 Sandpaper packsLeather lacingPack of ShimsEarthen Clay per personPaper bowlsYarnsFine plastic sewing needlesPack of poster boardVariety of dried herbs/spices100- 6 in square pieces of colored cloth12 Jars of green olives-

3 bags epsom saltSmall stickersPack of colored SharpiesAssortment of wooden/clay beadsBeadsJute100 Wide Craft SticksPaint Marker SetPencil pack8 oz. Drinking Cups-(500)Hand Sanitizer750 dessert platesLg. bags of dried fruits (crasins, raisins, bananas, appricots,
berries, etc…)
12 packs of Flat bread500 Strawberries500 Blue berriesOranges250 Cheese cubesCrackersSmoked Salmon6 Tubs of Vanilla Yogurt2 Veg. oilBaking powderWipes-

TO BORROW:
3-4 Easy Up TentsBurlapOld wooden toolsOld wooden work benchThrow PillowsRugs9 Mortar and PestalsMaterial to drape and decorateGrainBig Bags of Dried Beans, Rice, Etc…Folding wooden drying rack for clothingWooden musical instruments-

Pohl Children's Scholarship Foundation
13021 Evergreen Drive

Baxter, MN 56425

218-820-2626
PohlChildrensFoundation@gmail.com https://www.Poh1ChildrensFoundation.org
April 5, 2022

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
We have been called to service. Our mission is to provide non-profit services and resources to children in need; children
suffering from life-limiting illnesses and grief. This letter is our petition to you and your congregation to spread
awareness of our mission, our services, and resources that may benefit your church families.
The Pohl Children's Foundation supports grieving children who have recently lost a family member. A series of six
healing kits is sent to grieving children every two weeks with items that remind them they are not alone, provide tools
to help process their feelings in healthy ways, and stay connected to family and faith. Forever family grief group is
offered to the entire family to help connect and share with other grieving families while working through feelings and
experiences after loss. Coming soon, we will be offering a bi-annual grief camp to help support children before and after
the holiday season.
Our foundation aids children (and their families) who are facing life-limiting or life-changing diagnoses. Sunshine kits
are provided to the child, and their siblings, to assist in the acceptance and grief of lifechanging diagnoses. Gift cards
towards gas and food are offered to support family travel to long distance appointments and treatments. The Pohl
Children's Foundation Pediatric Hospice and
Palliative Care will be accepting patients who prefer and are able to receive treatments or convalesce at home,
reducing long-distance visits to pediatric care specialists.
This is our call to service, but will you help us? Please call us if you are interested in learning more about The Pohl
Children's Foundation or visit Pohlchildrensfoundation.org. If you are willing to share our information with your
congregation, please contact us to provide brochures or schedule a time for our founder to visit.
God Bless,
The Pohl Children's Foundation

The Pohl Children's Scholarship Foundation is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization. Federal ID Number: 84-4175594.

