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Psalm 33:12-16 (NIV) “Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people He chose for His inheritance. From heaven the Lord looks 
down and sees all mankind; from His dwelling place He watches all who live on earth—He who forms the hearts of all, who considers 
everything they do. No king is saved by the size of his army, no warrior escapes by his great strength.” 
I only wish and pray that our nation’s God was the Lord! I absolutely believe this verse to be true…If the Living God were Lord of 
everything in our nation, or even almost everything, we would be blessed. Yes, of course we have been blessed by God, because our 
nation once stood for the principles of God. But today- great division. Great hatred, even towards God. Great sin of every imaginable 
type. A great rejection of God and His precepts. A great “falling away”.  
Friends, the hope of our nation will never lie in a president, priest, pastor nor pope. Our hope will never lie in the strength of our armies. 
Our joy will never come by acquiring more stuff. Our nation needs JESUS! 
It starts with one person at a time. One family at a time. One church family at a time. One city and county at a time……who really love 
the Lord God with all of our hearts, strength, soul and mind. 
Can we make a difference in our nation and the world? I believe we are. As we serve the Lord Jesus Christ and are led by the Holy Spirit, 
I believe that we can make a difference for eternity right here where God has placed us. I believe that we have made a difference, for 
eternity, in the lives of people around us. BUT the work is far from done people of God. The work is far from done! Will you fast and pray 
for our nation’s leaders, and our state leaders? Will you fast and pray for the leaders of the church? Will you pray for the salvation of 
souls and the transformation of many lives this year? Right here where we live? 
I don’t know about you friends, but I want to see God glorified in America. I long to see the name of Jesus lifted high. I long to see whole 
families come to the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ and follow HIM. 
I pray for a time when we are not celebrating sin but broken hearted over it. Sin in our nation is running rampant and killing us; 
spiritually and physically. Sin being celebrated from the pulpits and churches must grieve the heart of God. “Woe unto those who call 
evil good, and good evil”. The bible says. A lot of us here at MFMC have less years ahead of us than we do behind us. Will we commit to 
do as God instructed in 2 Chronicles 7:14?  Will we do what God said? “If My people who are called by My name will humble themselves 
and pray and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways; then I will hear from heaven and forgive their sin and heal their land”. God 
said. Will we do that? Please guide us O Lord. Please forgive our sin. Please revive the church. Please save us!  
As always, I am looking forward to what God is going to do in 2026, but He is looking for humble, repentant, available people to use in 
everyday situations. May God be praised in and through us. 
Serving Jesus and serving you,  
Pastor Jim  

February 2026 

33 Wellwood Street E, PO Box A, Motley, MN. 56466 | http://www.motleyfreemethodistchurch.com 

“Now fear the Lord and serve Him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your forefathers worshipped beyond the river and in Egypt and serve 
the Lord. But if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your 

forefathers served beyond the river or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” 
Joshua 24:14-15, New International Version 
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What is more important to you: that you receive heaven one day, 
or that God is glorified by how you live your life today? 

Friends, if you are more concerned about your eternal destination than glorifying the One who grants it, you may not 
truly know Him. To glorify God in everything, we must exercise faith. As Hebrews 11:6 says, "And without faith it is 
impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek 
Him." 
It must be our passion to love without hypocrisy. Romans 12:9 tells us, "Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; 
cling to what is good." As Christians, this life is no longer about our own happiness. We must deny ourselves. In Luke 
9:23, Jesus said to them all, "If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross daily and 
follow Me." 
When we reach this place, we will be filled with the Spirit (Ephesians 5:18) and can offer ourselves as "living sacrifices" 
to God. Romans 12:1-2 urges us: "Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living 
and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. And do not be conformed to this world, 
but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and 
acceptable and perfect." 
Every area of life is important to evaluate and live to its fullest for the glory and honor of God. We should strive for every 
thought and deed to bring joy to our Father in heaven. Are you a Christian because you want to end up in heaven, or 
because you recognize every day of your life is a gift? With that gift, our top priority should be to glorify the One who is 
worthy of it all—regardless of the outcome—simply because He is worth it. 
God, open our eyes and renew our minds so that we may redirect our lives to bring You glory in everything. 
Praying for you church!  
Assistant Pastor Casey 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Staff Hours 
Church Office Number: 

(218) 352-6888 

Pastor Jim: 
Friday: Off 
Pastor Casey: 
Monday: Off |Tues-Fri: 9 am-5 pm 
Tammy: 
Tues & Thurs: off |Mon & Fri: 8 am-12 pm | Wed: 12 pm-4 pm 

"Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonor others,  
it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil 

 but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres." 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 

Ruby’s Pantry 
Every 1st Tues. of the month 

 

Time: 4:30 PM – 6:30 PM 
Location: Central Lakes College 
1830 Airport Rd, Staples, MN 
 

$25 Cash Donation 
All are welcome to attend! 
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Women’s Group Meeting Minutes 

The Women’s Ministry group met on January 10th.  Devotions were led by Karen Seaberg on being the Hands 
and Feet of Jesus!  
Thank you to all who were the Hands and Feet and contributed to the MNTC women’s facility. It is greatly 
appreciated. Also, the women’s group gave 2 baby blankets along with Children’s Bibles for two new babies 
this month.  
Kathy asked to announce again that the Women’s Sewing Group continues to make quilts.  If you are 
interested in coming to sew or craft, please join the group on Thursday mornings from 9am to noon.  They 
need people to cut blocks and put blocks together as well as those who can sew!  
Thank you again for all the loving support and food for the funerals this month as well.  You truly are the 
Hands and Feet of Jesus! 
On February 14th the women will gather again at 9 am. During the month of February, we will be collecting 
items for Lakes Area Pregnancy Support in Staples. The list is on the back table if you are interested in 
contributing to this project, please bring items in, on or before February 14th! 
If you have questions regarding the women’s ministry, please contact Jessica Judd 
218.296.2441 or jessleejohnson@yahoo.com or on Facebook Messenger.  

 
Youth News 

January started off with Jess continuing the study of the book of Genesis.  January 14th was B.A.Y. 90 Rally in 
Brainerd at the Northern Pacific Center.  February starts off with Craig doing the lessons. February 11th is our 
annual ice- skating event at the Motley ice rink. February 18th and 25th are alternate ice-skating nights, in case 
of inclement weather. Looking ahead: March 11th we will be going bowling in Little Falls. We will be leaving at 
5:30pm and returning around 8:30pm. If you have any questions, please contact Craig Weigel (218) 839-
0007 cbweigel@hotmail.com or Jessica Judd (218)296-2441 jessleejohnson@yahoo.com  

  
 

Children’s Ministry 
Christian Education Meeting Minutes 

Date: January 26, 2026, at 6 pm 

*Scripture & Prayer: 1 Corinthians 15:58:  "Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. 
Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain." 
Ephesians 2:10:  "For we are God's masterpiece, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in 
advance for us to do." 
1 Corinthians 12:12-27: One body with many parts-you are all important and needed! 
 

As Casey charged us yesterday: Galatians.6:9 - Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will 
reap a harvest if we do not give up.  
 
Discussions Held:   
 
 *Children’s Church - Marisela and Sheri reported is going well! They have what they need! 
*Sunday Morning Sunday School classes- Discussion on how classes are currently going. 
 
 



Page | 4 
 

Children’s Ministry – cont. 
*Preschool-2nd- Kim will be stepping down as the preschool teacher as of the last week in February and Sarah Bendson 
will move into this position. We will combine classes, to offer as just 2 Sunday school classes for now during our second 
service as the second service has only averaged around 14 children for our preschool-elementary school aged children.  
*3rd-6th- Graders -Will continue to be taught by Jason Caldwell and Kristin Ross. Discussion on the curriculum if it is still 
age appropriate.  Kristin Ross stated she believes she can help the younger ones with this curriculum and if needed, we 
can look for projects/crafts for those children as well, as this curriculum is currently more of a discussion style. 
*Teens -Chris and Rob have continued to lead our youth Sunday school class doing an entire overview of the Bible in 
Chronological order, helping the youth to know what a Biblical Worldview is and looks like and how to apply it to their 
lives!  
*Youth Group Update-There have been consistent numbers in youth group. Craig and Jess still share teaching 
responsibilities, leading every other month. Jess has been teaching from the book of Genesis and will complete that this 
summer. Craig teaches on topics. We have monthly activities to promote our youth inviting their friends. Next month we 
will go ice skating. The list of our monthly activities is always posted on the children’s bulletin board, on the website and 
on our Facebook youth page. We are also looking into possibly a youth group Instagram as youth are not on Facebook as 
much anymore.  
 
*VBS 2026-Holy Land Adventure-Rome! June 15-19th, 2026, 4:30-7:30 pm, sign up today! VBS meetings for 2026: Feb. 
14th at 10 am, April 11th at 10 am, May 4th at 6 pm and June 6th at 10 am 
 

*AWANA Update -Brandi reported averaging lower 70’s for children and 40 helpers. The T&T are doing well with staff. 
The Sparkies could use a few more adults to come alongside for the entire time to help lead and sit with them so that 
transition times flow more smoothly. Also, we will talk to Ron about passing candy out at the door, possibly after the 
kids are leaving, for a smoother closing time. Staff, please promote participation in music, games, etc… We will also talk 
to our youth listeners to maybe take a more one-to-one approach and hang out with their student for the entire time 
frame instead of just listening.  

*Harvest Festival 2026-Wednesday, September 9th at 5:00 pm as our Fall Programming Kick-off! 

*Christmas Program-Wonderful Program again! Thank you, Sarah! At the July meeting we will look forward to 2026 
Christmas program! 

*Nursery Care- Supply needs, schedule, policies being taken care of, etc…? Tatum would like us to find an individual 
who would like the nursery to be their ministry as she is really busy! She also reported the schedule is done through 
June of 2026. The nursery could possibly need new posters that would be up a bit higher, so the littles do not pull them 
down. The lower heater on the wall is hot for babies.  Look into solutions for this issue, add diaper genie procedures to 
the procedures posted. We will also remove the little white tables again for the safety of the babies as they have sharp 
edges! Tatum also asked about moving the shelf above the diaper changing station for safety. 

*Community Picnics- June 10, July 8, August 12, 2026.  Alex will be heading this up again. 

*Children’s bulletins - please continue to promote use! 

*Directory photos will happen April 23-25th 2026 (staff photos, I will ask you to take again to update our website!) 

*Lastly, staff please remember to look over our rooms and even the kitchens and bathrooms to make sure they are 
cleaned up!  

Thank you all for your help! God bless you all as you continue to serve Him faithfully!  Jess 
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January was Missions Month at Motley Free Methodist Awana Clubs! Thank you, to all who! 
donated. As of the printing of this newsletter, money has not yet been counted. We will share the 
totals next month! 
In February, we will continue learning about the life of Jesus; That He is our Savior, He conquered 
death, that He wants us to follow Him and Jesus showed Grace to others. To celebrate Valentines 
Month, kids will be getting “hugs and kisses” from their leaders and wearing crazy socks for fun. 
Finally, we are having a Dog Show, where kids will bring a stuffed animal to club and compete in    

            agility during game time! 
Mark your calendars! We are already preparing for Derby Races! Older kids are going to be designing their cars on Feb. 
4th, to be painted in March, with Race Day on May 13th. Thank you so very much, church family, for supporting our club, 
children and families. Your prayer and donations are very important in helping us disciple the next generation for Jesus 
Christ! 
Calendar: 
February 4th – Fake Injury Night, and T&T Derby Car Designing  
February 11th  – Hugs and Kisses Night (Early Out S/M Schools) 
February 18th  – Crazy Sock Night  
February 25th  – Dog Show Night 
 

 

Small Group Information 
Sunday 
*9:30 am Bible study with Keith Olander in the dining hall 
*10:30 am adult small group in the dining hall 
*6 pm Celebrate Recovery 
Tuesday 
*10 am Bible study at Sunny Pines with Sheri 
*6 pm Grief Share 
*6:30 pm Bible study with John Ellison 
Wednesday 
*9:30 am Bible study with Al  
Thursday 
*9 am Sewing circle 
*6:30 pm Men’s Group with Mike Horstmann 

*6:30 pm Women’s Group with Susie Horstmann 
*6:30 pm Young People’s Bible study in the Sanctuary  
Saturday 
*6pm Prayer Meeting in the Sanctuary 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

If you are interested in leading a small group,  
please talk to either Pastor Jim or Pastor Casey!

      *6:00 pm Ignition Study with Pastor Casey 
      *11 am Prayer Meeting in the Nursery 
 

Nursery 
Schedule 

Date First Service Second Service 
February 1st Sye & Tatum R. Pat B. & Kristen O. 
February 8th Melaine S. & Mistalove R. Jane C. & Janet N. 
February 15th Tatum R. & Clara N. Sheri J. & Kristen O. 
February 22nd Dale & Carla L. Brandi N. & Clara J. 

Available during both services every Sunday for children 0-36 months! 
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February 2026 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
- 9am First Service 
*Communion* 
- 10:30am -2nd Svc.  
*Communion* 
 
- 6pm Celebrate 
Recovery 

2 
 

3 
 
- 6:30pm 
Bible Study 
in the 
Fellowship 
Hall 

4 
- 9:30am Bible Study 
- 11am Prayer Group 
- 3:30 pm AWANA  
- 6pm Youth Group  
- 6pm Ignition Study  
in the Sanctuary 

5 
- 9am Sewing Circle 
- 6:30pm Women’s Grp 
- 6:30pm Men’s Group 
- 6:30pm Young 
People’s Bible Study in 
the Sanctuary 

6 
- 10:30am 
Ladies’ AA 
Meeting 
- 12pm AA 
Meeting 
-6pm CMA Mtg 
 

7 
- 6pm Prayer 
Group – ALL 
are Welcome. 

8 
- 9am First Service 
- 10:30am -2nd Svc.  
 
- 6pm Celebrate 
Recovery 

9 10 
 
- 6:30pm 
Bible Study 
in the 
Fellowship 
Hall 

11 
- 9:30am Bible Study 
- 11am Prayer Group 
- 3:30 pm AWANA  
- 6pm Ignition Study 
- 6pm Youth Group  
   **Ice Skating** 
 

5 
- 9am Sewing Circle 
- 6:30pm Women’s Grp 
- 6:30pm Men’s Group 
- 6:30pm Young 
People’s Bible Study in 
the Sanctuary 

13 
- 10:30am 
Ladies’ AA 
Meeting 
- 12pm AA 
Meeting 
6pm – Movie 
Night 

14 
- 9 am 
Women’s 
Meeting 
-10am – VBS 
Kick-off Mtg 
- 6pm Prayer 
Meeting. 

15 
- 9am First Service 
- 10:30am Second 
Service 
 
- 6pm Celebrate 
Recovery 

16 
-4pm 

Directory 
Mtg 

 
- 6:30pm  

BOA 
Meeting 

17 
- 6:30pm 
Bible Study 
in the 
Fellowship 
Hall 

18 
- 9:30am Bible Study 
- 11am Prayer Group 
- 1:30 pm AWANA            
**Early Out** 
- 6pm Youth Group  
- 6pm Ignition Study  
in the Sanctuary 

5 
- 9am Sewing Circle 
- 6:30pm Women’s Grp 
- 6:30pm Men’s Group 
- 6:30pm Young 
People’s Bible Study in 
the Sanctuary 

20 
- 10:30am 
Ladies’ AA 
Meeting 
- 12pm AA 
Meeting 
6pm – Movie 
Night 

21 
- 6pm Prayer 
Meeting - ALL 
are Welcome. 

22 
- 9am First Service 
- 10:30am Second 
Service 
 
- 6pm Celebrate 
Recovery 

23 24 
- 6:30pm 
Bible Study 
in the 
Fellowship 
Hall 

25 
- 9:30am Bible Study 
- 11am Prayer Group 
- 3:30 pm AWANA  
- 6pm Youth Group 
- 6pm Ignition Study  
in the Sanctuary 

5 
- 9am Sewing Circle 
- 6:30pm Women’s Grp 
- 6:30pm Men’s Group 
- 6:30pm Young 
People’s Bible Study in 
the Sanctuary 

27 
- 10:30am 
Ladies’ AA 
Meeting 
- 12pm AA 
Meeting 
6pm – Movie 
Night 

28 
- 6pm Prayer 
Meeting - ALL 
are Welcome. 

       


