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A Few Words from Pastor Jim 
Revelation 21:5-7 (NLT)…” and then He said to me; write this down, for what I tell you is trustworthy and true. And he also said “it is 
finished, I am the Alpha and Omega-the beginning and the end. To all who are thirsty I will give freely from the springs of the 
waters of life. All who are victorious will inherit all these blessings, and I will be their God, and they will be my children” 
Friends, when your life is over, what do you want to be remembered or known for? Some people are remembered for being a 
“great president, politician, farmer or business owner etc.” or perhaps some will be remembered as a “lousy president, politician, 
farmer, factory worker or business owner”. Some people will be known as “that homeless guy”. Some people will be 
remembered for their sports achievements, academic achievements, job titles and status.  There are hundreds of different 
sayings on tombstones around the country. Some will be known as “our Sunday school teacher”. Some might be known as the 
“teacher of the year” or as the “county farmer of the year” …or as a “man of God” or “woman of God”. What about you? Jesus 
said, “all who are victorious will inherit all these blessings and I will be their God, and they will be my children”. What if our life’s 
strivings were to be “victorious”. Jesus did not mean victorious in our competitions, He meant living the victorious life in HIM. 
What if our single most important ambition was to live victoriously in Jesus at whatever we do in life? Friends, we will all stand 
before God one day. And when we arrive at that point, God will not ask how much money we made. He will not ask how we 
amused ourselves with life’s pleasures. He will not ask about our titles, our accomplishments or our gatherings of stuff. What will 
matter on that day is this; Did we heed the invitation to come to the One who can give us freely of the water of life. What will 
matter on that day is, did we live victoriously in Jesus and for Jesus. Friends are you thirsting for Jesus? He will satisfy our longings 
if we come to Him and surrender. 
Summer is already over. It was good. God has been faithful. Souls have come into the Kingdom. Many have been baptized. 
Disciples are being made. People are growing in faith. Picnics have been well attended and VBS was Holy Spirit empowered. 
Praise and glory to God! Now on to September and our fall activities. Will you commit to pray for Awana? Or better yet, maybe 
you would be willing to help some with Awana. The “building fund” is growing some, but we have quite a bit to go before we’re 
ready to build. Would you be willing to pray for that also? Are you praying for your neighbors and inviting them to church? Are 
you checking in on those that have been ill or missing from our church services for a while? We’ve got a pretty good sized 
“family”, and it takes an effort from all of us to “love our neighbors as ourselves” and it takes all of us to check on those missing 
for a time. Will you help?  
I am reminded often of the words of Paul to the church in Galatia….” let us not grow weary in doing good, for in due season we 
shall reap if we feint not”.  We can’t give up now friends. Eternity is at stake for multitudes around us and maybe some within. 
Please pray with us, for guidance and understanding of God’s will for us and our future at MFMC.  “May all who come behind us 
find us faithful”.     
Serving Jesus and serving you.   Jim  
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A Few Words from Pastor Casey 
16 And the Lord said to Moses, “Behold, you are about to lie down with your fathers.  Then this people will rise and whore after 
the foreign gods among them in the land that they are entering, and they will forsake me and break my covenant that I have 
made with them.  17 Then my anger will be kindled against them on that day, and I will forsake them and hide my face from 
them, and they will be devoured. And many evils and troubles will come upon them, so that they will say in that day, ‘Have not 
these evils come upon us because our God is not among us?’  18 And I will surely hide my face in that day because of all the evil 
that they have done, because they have turned to other gods. Deuteronomy 31:16-18 
Brothers and Sisters, I know this is not the most cheerful passage in scripture. But as I was reading in my bible plan this 
week, I was reminded of how God had predicted this to happen, before any of it took place. It had to be heart breaking 
to Moses as he was literally on his death bed. I just think about all the miraculous movements of God that the Israelites 
witnessed firsthand. As Moses was passing the torch to Joshua, this was his inauguration speech from God. God has just 
promised all these amazing things they would be blessed with, if they would “hear and learn to fear the Lord your God 
and be careful to do all the words of this law”. But God knows that will not happen and he predicts the future to come. 
As depressing as that sounds, let’s look at the blessing and see the heart of God in it. God’s plan for redemption moves 
forward. Although His people would betray Him time and time again, He remained unchanged. This idea should reveal to 
us the human nature of man and the grace filled compassionate heart of God. He continues to make a way for all those 
who will choose to surrender and obey God. We can see all the tragedies that are taking place in our state, country, and 
around the world. I see two things to take away from them. Many have indeed turned their back on God and His 
gracious offer, and He will allow devastation to come upon us. There are some who have decided to take a stand for 
almighty God and remain faithful to love God and love their neighbor. We don’t let the tragedies of the world and the 
devastation that is the result of sin shake us or remove our hope.  … But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and 
straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal, for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ 
Jesus. Philippians 3:13-14  
I encourage you friends; God knows what has happened.  He knows what is happening, and He knows the outcome. 
Keep pressing on.  Keep fighting the good fight.  Don’t lose hope and in all things, pray. We are not responsible for the 
outcome.  We are responsible to obey the great command and great commission; Love God and Love People and make 
disciples.  
As always praying for you, church.  Blessings, Pastor Casey 

Nursery 
Available 

for children 0-36 months 

Date First Service Second Service 
September 6th Clara N. & Brook H. Amy W. & Brandi N. 
September 13th   Clara N. & Margaret F. Malaina C. & Kristen O. 
September 20th  Sam & Kaylee N. Breanna H. & Brandi N. 
September 27th  Melaine S. & Mistalove R. Jackie & Lylianne N. 

 
Available during both services every Sunday. 

 
If you’d like to be added to the Nursery Schedule, please talk to Jess Judd!!!! 

 
 



Page | 3 
 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY Minutes 
Children are a blessing from the Lord!  

As we head into September, that means all 
children’s programming will be back in full swing!  

If you missed our Child Safety Training Meetings, and you work with any of our children, we NEED you to please stop 
by the office to see Tammy or Jess for the necessary paperwork.  This needs to be completed by EVERY teen and 
adult working with our children! Child Safety is a TOP priority! As we love these children to Jesus, we want to make 
sure our children and adults are all aware of our policies and kept safe! 
THANK YOU for working with our children! Working with children can be the most rewarding opportunity!  It takes 
many hands to love the 100+ children we get to encounter every week here at the MFMC, during the school year and 
VBS!  We are SO blessed to have this most important privilege to tell the next generation about JESUS! 
 
Our Fall Festival is on September 9th from 5-7 pm!  
Items STILL NEEDED include:   

Candy – 30 bags Big Bags of Shredded Lettuce – 4 Rolls of Coins 
Decorated Cupcakes – 60 Cut out Sugar Cookies to frost – 75 Apple Crisps 
Pies Face Paint Mini ( 8 oz.) cans of Pop - 80 
Bundles of Corn Stalks – 6 Fall Mums – 6 Minnows 
Prizes Prizes Prizes 

 

ALSO - We NEED a lot of help:   
- Running 35 games.   
- A small kitchen crew to provide supper  
- Set-Up and Clean-Up (we have a Funeral here the next day) 

Everyone is encouraged to come and enjoy this event! We do have AWANA registration happening, but this is a 
Community Event, offered to all!   
The sign-up, for supplies needed and things to help with, is in the foyer on the Welcome table! Thank you in 
advance for serving at the Fall Festival!!! 
 
MFMC Children’s Programming Currently Offers: 
 
Sunday Mornings:   

- Nursery: For children ages, birth to 36 months, during both services. 
- Children’s church: Kids are dismissed before the sermon of 1st service, to attend. 
- Sunday school: Classes for children 3 years - 12th grade, during the second service. 

 
Wednesday Evenings: 

- AWANA Clubs: 3:30-5:30 for children aged 2 years through 6th grade 
- Youth Group: 6:00-8:00 pm for youth, grades 7 - 12th 
-  

- If you have any questions about our children’s programs, please contact Jessica Judd 
218.296.2441 or jessleejohnson@yahoo.com or on Facebook/Messenger 
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September 2026 Youth Group News 

August was a very busy month with activities for the 
Youth Group.  
On August 5th, we went bowling in Little Falls.  
Many of our youth attended the Child Safety Training, so 
they will be able to help with VBS, AWANA, in the Nursery 
or any activity involving children. The last Community 
Picnic was held on the 12th at Converse Park. We did a 
local mission project in the Pillager area. The project 
involved some clean up, light repairs, and mostly scraping 
and painting. The youth and the adults that helped did an 
awesome job!!  Thanks to everyone who Participated!   
August 26th was the end of summer Cook Out at the 
Judds. 
September starts off with Jess doing the lessons. 
September 2nd at 5pm is AWANA training for everyone 
helping with AWANA.  
September 9th at 5pm is the Fall Festival to register 
children for AWANA and kick off our fall activities. If you 
are willing to help with the Fall 
Festival, please see Jess!  
September 23rd is “See You at The Pole”.  An event where 
students from all around our nation lead prayers at their 
school’s flagpole. Please pray for our youth as they head 
back to school this year. We are looking forward to 
getting back to a normal routine after school starts! 
Looking ahead;  
October 1st - Bring Your Bible to School Day  
October 7th - B.A.Y. Rally  
Mission trip update:  
Mission Trip 2027 is from July 17th – 24th 2027. 
 We will be going to Loveland, Colorado.  
We need to know who is going and have a non-
refundable $100 per person or $250 per family deposit by 
October 21st.  After October 21st.   It is space available 
only, so please let us know as soon as you can!!! 
 
If you have any questions, please contact: 
Craig Weigel (218) 839-0007 cbweigel@hotmail.com – or - 
Jessica Judd (218)296-2441 jessleejohnson@yahoo.com 

Motley Free Methodist Church 
BOA Meeting Minutes – August 17, 2026 

 

Members present: Pastor Jim Johnson, Pastor Casey Reynolds, 
Tatum Reynolds, Jessica Judd, Jerry Haase, Kevin Swecker, Chris 
Neal, Marisela Vasquez and Carla Leehy.  Guests: Brandi and 
Clara Neal 
Devotional/Prayer I Timothy 2 read by Pastor Jim Johnson.  
Secretary’s report; Motion to accept made by Jerry. 2nd by 
Chris.  All agreed. Motion carried. 
Treasurer’s report: Motion to accept made by Jerry. 2nd by 
Marisela.  All agreed. Motion carried. 
Old Business: 
Pastor Salik will be here Aug. 30th.  Marisela made a motion to 
gift him $3,000. 2nd by Jessica. All in favor. Motion carried. 
Chris and Lydia Schultz (missionaries from the Filmore, Mn. 
FMC) are coming to share their experiences, on Oct. 11th. 
Sanctuary chairs: 60 are done.  30 more were taken to be done. 
Kevin made a motion that Pastor Jim use the church debit card 
for gas when he takes the chairs to be done.  2nd by Chris. All in 
favor. Motion carried. 
Kitchen updates from Kevin: Plans have been drawn and will be 
brought to the congregation. 
Building fund Sunday Aug 30th. Pray and trust for God’s will to 
be done. 
Awana updates/needs.  Brandi will talk with the congregation 
this Sunday. 
Missionary, Thom Cahill wants to come, when he is in the 
states.  More info to come. 
MFMC will not be hosting the New Room Conference meetings.   
Visitation team - we want to assure our people that we care. 
Pastor Jim and Casey do their best. With our growing 
congregation we may need to look at having a team to help 
make some occasional visits to people. Especially if they have 
been absent for a while.  Jess talked about the 2 positive youth 
missions projects of the year-- very exciting. 
Pastor Jim closed in prayer. 
Next meeting will be September 21, 2026. 
Submitted by Carla Leehy 

      SMALL GROUP Information                                    (FH = Fellowship Hall)                                       
Please reach out to the Church or the listed leader if you have questions!   

 
Sundays:      Wednesdays: 
*  9:00 am – Adult Bible Study – resuming Sept. (TBD)  * 9:30 am – FH – Al Fortier 
*10:30 am – Adult Bible Study – FH – Harry Brown * 6:00 pm – FH – Youth Group 
*  6:00 pm – Celebrate Recovery – FH   * 6:00 pm – Ignite Bible Study (Resumes 9/16) 
Mondays:   (2nd and 4th Mondays only)   Thursdays:    
*6:00 pm – Men’s Bible Study - (Dale Leehy)  * 9:00 am – Sewing/Craft Circle – basement 
*6:00 pm – Women’s Bible Study (Carla Leehy)  * 6:30 pm – Adult Bible Study – Mike & Susie Horstmann 
Tuesdays:      * 6:30 pm – Young Adult’s Bible Study – Jess & Tim Judd 
*6:00 pm - Grief Share – Basement – (Resumes 9/15)       
*6:30pm – Adult Bible Study – FH – John & Lynne Ellison  Prayer Meetings:  ALL ARE WELCOME 

Wednesdays at 11:00 am – Nursery  
Saturdays at 6:00 pm - Sanctuary 
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Women’s Ministry Update 
Trust in the LORD and do good; Dwell in the land, and feed on His faithfulness. Psalm 37:3  
Our Women’s ministry group met Saturday, August 8th at 9 am for a time of devotions, fellowship and a project. This 
month’s project was collecting school supplies for our own school age children. What is left will be used for our 
AWANA children to put into OC Christmas Shoeboxes in November. Thank you to all who brought in a wonderful 
abundance of supplies! 
THANK YOU to so many people, for your love and compassion to others! Your continued service and provision of food 
at all the funerals, making and sending prayer shawls to those who are sick, the card ministry, supplying the needs to 
so many monthly projects and serving in so many other ways by providing marriage devotionals, baby blankets, and 
more! You are a blessing and a gift to so many! 
We do have a card ministry here at the MFMC to send cards of encouragement to those in care centers, widows, the 
sick or maybe just lonely. If this is something you are interested in, please contact Jessica Judd as we put together a 
new list! We are also looking for interested people who may be willing to go visit some of these people! With a body 
that has between 600-800 names on the church attendance, it is difficult for our 2 pastors to be able to meet all these 
needs! If you enjoy visiting with people, please contact Tammy or Jess to be added to our clipboard! If you are one 
who is in need of a visit, please contact the church and we will help get that arranged! Thank you!    
Our next women’s meeting will be held on Saturday, September 12th at 9 am! Everyone is welcome! Our current 
project is collecting food and hygiene items for the Lighthouse New Beginnings in Brainerd, MN. If you would like to 
contribute to this project, fliers with specific needs are on the Welcome table in the foyer! 
If you have any questions regarding women’s ministry, please feel free to message or call Jess at 218.296.2441 or 
jessleejohnson@yahoo.com or on Facebook/Messenger  

 
Welcome back to Awana Season! Very soon, the church will be filled every Wednesday with many little ones (and some older) 
excited to have fun learning about Jesus and how to follow Him! 
We have lots of fun planned for this year!  Some mission projects in the works and many bible verses to learn. 
We kick off on September 2nd with a leader meeting/orientation at 5:00 PM.  Everyone helping with Awana should attend! 
If you are interested in learning more about what we do as a club, please come and bring with your questions! Others may have 
the same ones!  If your heart is to disciple the next generation, we will find a place for you to serve!! 
September 9th is Fall Festival which includes Awana registration night. Please invite your friends and neighbors with children for 
free supper, cotton candy, bounce house, hayrides, games and more! September 16th is our first night of club. Kids (and parents) 
are welcome to come at 3:30pm for a meal. Club opening is at 4:00pm, followed by games and large group time. Book time is at 
4:55pm, with a short closing at 5:25pm. Parents should pick up their children in the sanctuary at 5:30pm. 
Keeping checking the monthly newsletter for ways you can support our club! Please pray for the leaders and children as we 
begin again with our weekly discipleship program, to know, love and serve the LORD Jesus Christ! 
 
Calender: 
September   2nd - Awana Leader Orientation at 5:00 PM 
September 19th - Fall Festival (for everyone!) 5:00 PM 
September 16th - First Night of Awana.  Supper at 3:30, club runs until 5:30. 
September 23rd - Regular Awana Night 
September 30th - Bring a Friend Night 
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September 2026 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
  

 
  
 

1 
-6:30pm 
Adult Bible 
Study 
 

2   
  - 9:30am Bible Study 
- 11:00am Prayer Mtg 
- 5:00pm – Awana 
Training 
 6:00pm Youth Group 
 
 

3   
- 9:00am Sewing  
- 6:30pm Women/ Men 
and Young. Adults’ 
Bible Studies 

4    
- 10:30am 
Ladies’ AA Mtg 
- 12:00pm AA  
 
- 6:00pm CMA   

5     -3:00pm 
Kelly Decker 
Funeral 
 
- 6:00pm Prayer Grp 
Casey out -
performing wedding 

6 
- 9:00am - 1st Service 
-10:30am - 2nd Svc. 
-10:30am Bible Study 
- 6:00pm  
Celebrate Recovery 
 

7 
 

8 
 

-6:30pm 
Adult Bible 
Study 
 

9 
- 9:30am Bible Study 
- 11:00am Prayer Mtg 
- 5:00pm   
FALL Festival 
 

 

10 
-11:00am- Terry Farber 
funeral 
- 9:00am Sewing Circle 
- 6:30pm Women/ Men 
and Young. Adults’ 
Bible Studies 

11 
- 10:30am 
Ladies’ AA Mtg 
- 12:00pm AA 
Meeting 
 

12 
- 9:00am 
Women’s Meeting 
 

- 6:00pm  
Prayer Group Mtg 

13 
- 9:00am - 1st Service 
-10:30am - 2nd Svc. 
-10:30am Bible Study 
- 6:00pm  
Celebrate Recovery 
 

14 
-6:00pm 
Men’s 
Bible Study 
 

-6:00pm 
Women’s 
Bible Study 
 

15 
  

-6:00pm 
GriefShare 
-6:30pm 
Adult Bible 
Study 
 

16 
- 9:30am Bible Study 
 
- 11:00am Prayer Mtg 
- 3:30 Awana Clubs 
- 6:00pm Youth Group 
- 6:00pm Ignition Study 

17 
- 9:00am Sewing Circle 
- 6:30pm Women’s Grp 
- 6:30pm Men’s Group 
- 6:30pm Young 
Adults’ Bible Study in 
the Sanctuary 

18 
- 10:30am 
Ladies’ AA Mtg 
- 12:00pm AA 
Meeting 
 

19 
 
- 6:00pm  
Prayer Meeting 
ALL are Welcome 
 

20 
 

- 9:00am - 1st Service 
-10:30am - 2nd Svc. 
-10:30am Bible Study 
 
 

- 6:00pm Celebrate 
Recovery 
 

21 
 
 

- 6:30pm 
BOA Mtg 

22 
 

-6:00pm 
GriefShare 
 

-6:30pm 
Adult Bible 
Study 
 
 

23 
- See You at the Pole 
- 9:30am Bible Study 
- 11:00am Prayer Mtg 
- 3:30 Awana Clubs 
- 6:00pm Youth Group 
- 6:00pm Ignition Study  

24 
- 9:00am Sewing Circle 
- 6:30pm Women’s Grp 
- 6:30pm Men’s Group 
- 6:30pm Young Adults’ 
Bible Study in the 
Sanctuary 

25 
- 10:30am 
Ladies’ AA 
Meeting 
 
- 12:00pm AA 
Meeting 
 

26 
- 6:00pm  
Prayer Meeting 
ALL are Welcome 
 

27 
- 9:00am - 1st Service 
-10:30am -2nd Svc. 
-10:30am Bible Study 
 
- 6:00pm  
Celebrate Recovery 
 

28 
-6:00pm 
Men’s 
Bible Study 
 

-6:00pm 
Women’s 
Bible Study 
 

29 
-6:00pm 
GriefShare 
 

-6:30pm 
Adult Bible 
Study 
 

30 
- 9:30am Bible Study 
- 11:00am Prayer Mtg 
- 3:30 Awana Clubs 
- 6:00pm Youth Group 
- 6:00pm Ignition Study 

   

Jim - out of the office 

Jim – out of the office 


